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American literature of political science. The typographical appearance 
of the work is attractive, and the copious index with which it is pro- 
vided makes it useful as a book of reference. 

Frank J. Goodnow. 

Handbuch des Volkerrechts, herausgegeben von Dr. Franz von 
Holtzendorff. Bd. I. Einleitung in das Vdlkerrecht. Berlin, 1885. 
— 5 2 3 PP- 

This is the first or introductory volume of what promises to be a val- 
uable contribution to international jurisprudence. Without entering, as 
is customary with writers on this subject, upon a lengthy discussion of 
the various names that have been given to this science and a confuta- 
tion of them all, the author opens the ground with fifty-nine short chap- 
ters which together define the scope of international jurisprudence, the 
domain of science within which it falls, its sources, and its tendencies. 
These chapters reveal profound thought, a clear conception of the 
object and the mission of international law, and a thorough understand- 
ing of this complicated branch of political science. They are written 
in concise and forcible language, and furnish an admirable foundation 
for the analysis of the principles which will be the subject of the succeed- 
ing volumes. The second part of this volume is devoted to an exami- 
nation of the historic development of international law down to the treaty 
of Westphalia ; and the third reviews the literature of the various systems 
and theories of international law since Grotius. 

This volume has two striking features. The first is the powerful 
argument it contains in favor of the positivity of the law of nations, and 
the forcible manner in which the distinction is drawn between the law 
of nature and international law. The reasoning on this subject is not 
only powerful, but it is exhaustive ; and it is refreshingly free from all 
hackneyed arguments and illustrations. It meets the objections of the 
Moralists on the one hand and of the Civilians on the other, and makes 
clear the distinction between the moral sanction (Rcchtsfflicht) and the 
physical sanction (Rechtszwang) — two things which, as the author 
points out and insists, do not necessarily go together. 

The second feature of this work, which deserves special notice, is its 
recognition of the importance of the work of Latin-American statesmen 
and publicists in the domain of diplomacy and international jurisprudence. 
In this, as in other matters, ignorance of the subject has led to the as- 
sumption of its non-existence; and writers on international law have 
hitherto passed over the labors of Latin-American publicists with hardly 
a word, if not in absolute silence. But the same causes that produced 
among the small republics of former days in the north of Italy a large 
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body of able statesmen are to be found to-day in operation in Latin- 
America, and are there producing the same effects. International juris- 
prudence is pre-eminently the science which the precarious existence of 
Latin-American states causes to flourish among their people. The Ein- 
leitung in das Volkerrecht is the first work of importance on international 
law that, realizing this fact, gives an extensive (although by no means 
complete) review of Latin-American publicists and their works. 

In every respect the first volume of the Handbuch des Volkerrechts 
bears the stamp of originality of research, of thought, and of conclusions ; 
and the character of this volume justifies the belief that, when completed, 
the work will mark an epoch in the history of the literature of inter- 
national law. 

Daniel De Leon. 

Repertoire des travaux historiques, contenant V analyse des publi- 
cations faites en France et a Vetranger sur Vhistoire, les monuments, 
et la langue de la France, pendant I'annee 1883. Tome III., Paris, 
Imprimerie Nationale. 

This periodical, started in 1882 and beginning with the publications 
of 1 88 1, has for its object to give the title of all publications relating in 
any way to France, — its history, politics, law, literature, economic condi- 
tions, etc., — issued during the year in France or elsewhere, whether in 
separate form as book or pamphlet, or in periodicals and transactions of 
societies. It gives with each title a short notice, setting forth the nature 
and scope of the publications, and rather hints at than expressly states 
the quality of the work. How extensive an undertaking this is, and 
how useful it must be, will be shown by the number of entries in the 
volume for 1882, which was 6,334. A copious index covering many pages 
gives ready access to its contents. The work seems to be done with as 
much thoroughness and fulness as could possibly be looked for in so great 
an undertaking. The names of the editors or reviewers are attached 
to each section, and comprise well-known authorities in the several de- 
partments of historical and economic science who are co-operating in 
this enterprise. The work itself is printed at government expense in 
the Imprimerie Nationale, and is an example of how much is done 
in Europe in some directions for historical and political science. Of 
how great value to the student of American affairs would be a similar 
work, bringing together the innumerable books, pamphlets, essays, and 
studies on America. Possibly a national historical organization might 
contribute more to science by thus making accessible to students the 
vast number of studies now published yearly, than by increasing their 
number by a few each year. 

George H. Baker. 



